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mere talkers are distinctly at a discount. A member
may have great oratorical talent, an easy flow of
words, admirable elocution, and all the graces of
style; but he will produce little effect on his fellow-
members, unless they feel that behind all this lies
the weight of strong character, and the force of a
vigorous personality. Some of the most accom-
plished and finished speakers have never attained
any real eminence in the chamber; which, on the
other hand, has frequently allowed itself to be
swayed and controlled by men like Walpole, and
Pelham, and Castlereagh, who were in no sense
orators. In our recent Parliaments, statesmen like
Sir Stafford Northcote, Mr. W. BL Smith, and the
ninth Duke of Devonshire, whom nature had
gifted with a limited oratorical endowment, had
no difficulty in acquiring and maintaining the
confidence of the House of Commons. John Bright
was almost, if not quite, the greatest orator of
the Victorian era, and he found his opportunity in
a passionate public agitation for which the gifts
of the platform were particularly demanded. But
he never had a tithe of the influence in the House
which was wielded by Cobden, whose merits
were chiefly those of clear reasoning and lucid
exposition.

It is true that the roll of our great party leaders
contains some splendid oratorical names, such
as those of the two Pitts, of Fox, Canning, Peel,
Gladstone, and Disraeli; but it may be said that
the House admired and followed these men, not
so much because of their eloquence as because it
recognised in them magnificent gifts of mind, tern-
perament, and character. These are the qualities